
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE ______ JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, 
IN AND FOR __________ COUNTY, FLORIDA

CASE NO.: _______________

IN RE:

_________________________, 
Petitioner,

and

_________________________, 
Respondent. 
__________________________________/

ORDER APPOINTING SOCIAL INVESTIGATOR

THIS CAUSE having come before the Court upon the parties’ agreement and/or Motion for 
Appointment of Social Investigator, and the Court finding that a Social Investigation is warranted 
pursuant to Section 61.20, Florida Statutes, and that such investigation is in the best interests of 
the minor child(ren), and being otherwise fully advised in the premises, it is hereby ORDERED 
AND ADJUDGED:

1. A Social Investigator shall be appointed for the parties’ minor child(ren):

Name: ________________ DOB: __________

Name: ________________ DOB: __________

2. Heather Vann, LMFT, of Vann Mediation & Resolution Services ("Social Investigator"), 
is hereby appointed as the Social Investigator in this cause.

3. The Social Investigator shall conduct a social investigation and shall review the statutory 
factors set forth in Section 61.13, Florida Statutes, as well as the allegations raised in the 
pleadings, and shall conduct such other investigation as would assist the Court in its 
determination of the best interests of the minor child(ren).

4. The Social Investigator may investigate the allegations of the pleadings affecting the 
minor child(ren), interview witnesses or any other person having information concerning 
the welfare of the minor child(ren), including but not limited to the parties, their counsel, 
the minor child(ren), family members, teachers, school personnel, physicians, therapists, 
counselors, coaches, daycare providers, and any other collateral sources, and shall 
conduct such other investigation as would assist the Court in its determination of the best 
interests of the child(ren).



5. The Social Investigator shall maintain any information received from any source as 
confidential and shall not disclose such information except in reports to the Court served 
upon both parties and counsel, or as otherwise directed by the Court.

6. The parties, schools, physicians, daycare workers, counselors, therapists, and any other 
person entrusted with the care of the minor child(ren) shall allow the Social Investigator 
access to the minor child(ren) at reasonable times and locations, and no person shall 
obstruct or interfere with the Social Investigator's investigation.

7. The Social Investigator shall be authorized to communicate with the minor child(ren)'s 
treating mental health providers and other professionals involved in the child(ren)'s care. 
Any otherwise privileged communications concerning the minor child(ren) may be 
disclosed to the Social Investigator for purposes of the investigation. Nothing in this 
Order shall constitute a blanket waiver of either party's individual psychotherapist-patient 
privilege absent further order of the Court.

8. Upon presentation of this Order to any agency, hospital, organization, school, person, 
office, medical provider, mental health provider, law enforcement agency, the Clerk of 
Court, the Department of Children and Families, or any other entity possessing 
information concerning the minor child(ren), the Social Investigator shall be permitted to 
inspect, review, and copy records relating to the child(ren) and conduct an independent 
investigation without further consent of the parties or child(ren). The Social Investigator 
shall also have access to all pleadings, motions, orders, transcripts, court files, 
dependency records, domestic violence injunction proceedings, criminal records, prior 
family law proceedings, and related court records involving either parent or the minor 
child(ren), subject to any applicable confidentiality protections imposed by law or court 
order.

9. The parties to this action shall agree prior to hearing that there shall be no hearsay 
objection to the content of the Social Investigator’s report and, in the event such objection 
is raised, the objecting party shall subpoena the witness from whom the hearsay evidence 
originated, subject to Florida Family Law Rule of Procedure 12.407.

10. The Social Investigator may file interim reports and shall file a final written report with 
the Court through the Florida Courts E-Filing Portal, together with a Notice of 
Confidential Information Within Court Filing, and provide copies to counsel of record 
and any self-represented parties. Access to the report shall be limited to the Court, the 
parties, counsel of record, and other persons authorized by law or further order of the 
Court.

11. Costs of the Social Investigation:

a. The Social Investigator shall be compensated at the rate of $________ per hour.

b. A retainer of $________ shall be paid prior to commencement of the investigation.



c. The retainer shall be replenished as requested by the Social Investigator to maintain a 
minimum balance of $________.

d. The parties shall initially be responsible for payment as follows:

Petitioner: _____ %

Respondent: _____ %

e. The Court reserves jurisdiction to determine the final allocation and apportionment of 
fees and costs at final hearing pursuant to Sections 61.13 and 61.16, Florida Statutes.

f. The Social Investigator may suspend work if required retainers or replenishments are 
not timely paid. Upon suspension, the Social Investigator may notify the parties, counsel, 
and the Court of the nonpayment and resulting inability to proceed with the investigation 
until the account is brought current.

12. The parties shall fully cooperate with the Social Investigator and shall timely execute any 
requested authorizations or releases, produce requested records and documents, provide 
requested information, and comply with reasonable deadlines established by the Social 
Investigator.

13. The Social Investigator is authorized to review relevant electronic communications, 
including but not limited to emails, text messages, parenting application communications, 
social media content, photographs, videos, and other electronically stored information 
relevant to the issues before the Court.

14. The Social Investigator may conduct announced home visits and observe the minor 
child(ren) within each parent’s residence when deemed appropriate as part of the 
investigation.

15. The parties shall contact the Social Investigator within five (5) days of receipt of this 
Order to schedule their initial appointments and facilitate timely completion of the 
investigation.

16. Failure to cooperate with the Social Investigator, failure to timely provide requested 
information, records, releases, or payment as ordered, or any attempt to obstruct the 
investigation may be considered by the Court in determining the best interests of the 
child(ren) and may subject the non-compliant party to appropriate sanctions, including 
contempt proceedings.

17. The Social Investigator shall automatically be discharged without further order thirty (30) 
days after entry of a Final Judgment or Final Order in this proceeding unless otherwise 
ordered by the Court.

18. The Court reserves jurisdiction to enter such further orders as may be necessary to 
implement, amend, or enforce the provisions of this Order.



DONE AND ORDERED in __________ County, Florida, this _____ day of 
_______________, 20.

CIRCUIT COURT JUDGE


